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Two days after an appalling attack by
a pit bull terrier on a six-year-old girl,

LINE PHILLIPS delves into the
minds of such animals’ owners

- Just who
“would
want

a pit bull
as a pet?

HEXT TO the door bell Is & sticker bearing the legend: “Make his day, Break
! in.” Om it Is a pleture of & pli bull terrier, stocky and muscolar with a sfoel-

jaw
tﬂtﬂrmﬂ&mmmlmﬁmrrﬁuﬂhﬂmmu_mw as the
new Sporting Dog wotlld have
There are an APETa In ol whom 1000 reaids in
Dave and Maria Britons' of Waltham an area where youths
walk in the park: one with an , anothier with a rottwailer, With its kilker
instinct, the APET Is a loaded weapon.
Dave and Maris, 38 and 35, live in & terrace house In Walthamstow on a
short siretch of road that houses no less than one dobermann, a Yorkshire
mnﬂﬂmummu.tﬂm koe, are in the Brifons' Picturex CLIVE HOWES
20-ish ft paved garden, havea on & heavy traffic road. Dave and Maria Briton with their pit bulls, Nash and Misty: “The dogs are my kids,” says Marin
They have lived in it for two mutilated six-yearold, Rocksana brass-decorated leather, £35 =You
years—with expossd pinster work Khan? “Sad," says Maris can gt them with over.
end unfinished floor In the “But we don't know the full eir.  And you can pick the dog up with
microwave-only kiichen. There's cumstances,” says Dave. “You " he says, ereature in
i ploture in the hall of & hand car- never hoar both sides of the story.  the air.
rying a spearhead, Bood rickling as o why the dog afticked. ™ He alsa has a leather arm protec-
dnwn—muilnﬂuﬂtﬁnlrml Marla thinks {t's untenable that tor, “To play with them*” Like n
ones of flerce-looking lilﬂ thie REPCA ghould 1 piece of lethor armour, it Al has
honds, In the bathroom, the the animals in law as wild. “It'sdis-  sackcloth over the hand (£120). And
day article is open ot The Hisa of pusting becnuse they are our pets!™  then there's the resdmill (£250)
Death. There s an uncomfortable And what do they think of the which is like something for a glant
aimosphere of violence re- MPMs suggestion that the dogs hamster. “For wnlh].nf the dogs
should ‘be newtered and imports when it's raining. They love it~
The d MNnsh and Misty, don't banned? “Well," says Dave, =1 think Once he had a visit from (b
Ve when we arrive. They MPs ahould ba neutered.” council’s antmal wardens, “They
wag their talls. They show no algn Originally the Britons had a Ger- said they'd seen ns hanging the
of aggression. In fmcl they ore man shepherd—which didn't stop  dogs from the firsi floor window, |
rather M. And In the garden mmbuln;huﬂnd.ﬁummn mmhghr:'nuruhmtrmsum:e
the Ave-weak-old les frolic, BRO mrrgalﬂ on an APBT. wa live on the ground Ooor” The
squealing and mmilu. One “We're | in @ high risk area thing is, the dog was tugging on &
chiws my foot, another my hand- - wl:hlmnlmuaﬁunm plece of rope—ind all they could
Njhw = pupar ST N wife goes out in the evening wi set was the top of the head and a
tle they are: sy Mania. : : o e e S I SRR i 12 e bodt s Tghiie
are,” & w AT er 1
E::h wine Tshirt and The Britons hope to sell thelr pupples for at least £300 each on her arm.” *Wedrs ago.” His volos poss quiet.
long brown hair, She has o face  spoken, bullish and thickset, wear-  offors events liks “flirt pole varis- When he poes walking, he carrles  “Three or four years agn”™ That
that looks as If it hos experienced Ing & tracksult that be has worn fo  tions™ and ‘mlghlagunm!;—m a hreak stick—a long plece of was when he as a doorman
thé roggher slde of 1ife and & char. mend o friend"s cor, and long halr.  which a T b dog 5151 b har-  wood “with which I can open thelr  in clubs. He did that after be ran a
acter that Ooctunies botwoen m He's clearly strong. “Cur- to it soll T-ghiris f:.:'[i In & Nnsh”. 5o there most be  security service company.
meek and mnﬂnglel Very renitly el and locking for  which read PITBULL. where P s a hint af a thooght in his head A he ever besn the wrong
edge. “It's sad are 50 nasty  business " he says, add- for protective. | for intelligent, then  that the dogs could attack? "Dh no,  side of the law? He's standing up
mhout them. re #tch lovable Ing that a molor mechanle ias bolsterous, unspallt, lov- no, no, It's just & precaution we now, towering above my seatod po-
things,” she Iuw them a when working. They live on the Ingand lively taka.” And one that he's beon tak-  sition. “Er, ves.” For what? “Well,
tray of rice, L dole, claiming (botween them) £124 Dave’s not with the dogs, Ing for the lasi two years As he |r¥|;ru read & book by James Camps
litrl-l is a iﬂm who says EVETY (WD weeks. he'll “shoot off 10 sée gome mates or  says, these dogs do have five times  bell there's a chapter in there
sha docan’t do a lol Liks her hus- They don't hive any children. “I  go down the betting shop™. HeTl bet  more power in their jaws than rott- called The Professional—
band, she left school at 16 1 gener-  have no intention of ha any, el mmﬂhﬁ.mmﬂnﬁ wellers concerning a case | was
nﬂm the dogs out for  couple  ther” says Maria “The are ﬁ.lhf.lliﬁ or b his Dave decided to et his dog breed.  volved in. 1 got elghi-and-a-half
af mh:'EI She says she cnly my kide" He, toc, 1s mad on the dogs “If they get hurt, I get hurt™  ~So it doesn't get possessive about  years. That was in 1978 when | was
bred so her hitch mﬂﬂuﬁnm creatiires. Ask him fo describe his  He says they're part of the femily. its owners. A nasty sireak can 2, for fying up the chalrman of the
woight. But she hopes o them lifestyls, and he says: "M "My dogs have never bitten any- come out in them otherwise, If 8 Walthamsiow Building Socisty and
for upwards of £E300 sach, dogs . .. when [ get home I'Tl ont and they're never likely to. dog hasn't had a litter, it1l show a  taking some jewels that were given
g d;m good with everyone, them or play with them in the Omly about .00 Emtdumm lot more agpression to 2" he to him by Mountbatien. | lost all
particularly children, wery yard.” registered dogs have ever attncked  says, letting his bull oe down iy remission.
guards, obodisnt, very affection: He goes to the club for AFBETS mmndm'wmm]rlﬂﬂll for a milnite, “But that’s years ngo. P'm not
als,™ says D.ﬁu:humﬂ m:ﬁ'?ﬂ and umhgrm: doge which Emm annoyd, He nhum mla iheir '“tﬁ”ﬂn hur- ﬂnl-gugﬂhmhmmlm h“h'!}uﬂ a
tea of one i parrot ong  Atarted six wessks apn. tu:unﬁ own territary o nisses. "MNo princess, no ' : fo ol m
o ' Operating alternate Thursdays, i  ous.” ulihlubmrtrh-unth- says Maria, as she plcks up t -

the polics concarning my dogs.




