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i H]Hl.‘.x]‘:t.ll'.rt'ihgma“. afid Do talks abowi his
dentures. People are maore open in Indin - I'm
often asked whether moy mmoti o ane loose

Cher fimal Rajsthand destimation 5 Samode, an
hour from the famed pink city of Jaipur with its
wondrows fort. Mow, a5 we tum & bind comer in
e 1w :||i5_:]||.|!|xn' "% 0 '--I:'\u|'|'|ir1|',_lI im thes roacd be-
sidke his lorey. The oaly rule of the rosd in India is
who gets there fimt. People also drive st night
witlout hemdlighis, presamabily bo save balterics,

We stay in the |Bih-century Samade Palace -
romaniic and with beagiiful ﬁliF:nfl l_l;luq.anh
and Mughal art. Misicians play in o desert brecee
in the courtyard and a girl, aged seven, danoes in
wild, gypsy style and asks me for lipsick, The
owner 15 pnother noblemam, the charming amd
gemtlemanty Rawal Yadaverdna Singh. Whencver
he goes past, the villagens bow decply, salute or
fidke praying pestunes,

Mest stop 5 Vamnasi, India’s holless ety
witch the British weed 10 call Bengres, A 72-vear-
old Sn Lankan monk in saffron robes sis meat (o

Viranasi, on the Ganges, has 2000 iemgeles, and many more holy men.

ime on the plane. "I'm al-
ways happy, always living
in the moment,” he sayvs
(He left his wife af the apge
of 68 1o pursise his ascethe
cxistence.) | bhsh as the
hody man scritinises my
Tulie Bumchill book, Ser and
Senxibifiry. “What 0 coinci-
dence!” e exclaims, over
imyed *T'm witing a pame-
philet of the same rame,*
Al Varanasi, with i
2,000 1l.1|.||!l||:h. We gt ugp ol
Sam for 3 boat dde 1o watch
the devout washing awny
their sins in the  miver
Ganges. Today ihe plancts
are proptionsly aligned, so
there ane theomgs of people
Profesional beggass  fime
the lanes, and there are dend
boilies by the ghaty (water-
side sepsh: male compses
Bonind i whale on bamboo
Tuifstral sifEchers and wom-
en in med. Diving here offers
the bt of chances m the
berealier. Feople are dink-
g ihe pun!':rulg FIVEr Wa-
ter, performing Hindu ribes,
wiashing thetr halr and clean
ing thedr teeth i it A dead
cow, soime haman ieshines
and o man widh the Mesh on
her nbcage half-eaten, floal
|'|_'| - |'=|I|_t the besbies of the sadfus ||u:!:, micn | arl
ﬂ:lullr-:'n. viclims (their bodies pre thowaght 1o bhe
possessad by Sitala, the goddess of fever diseases,
who might be injured by cremation) can enter
the water unbiemt. There ane
turtdes that eat the miting
copees and  maregolds and

:'Il.ulin:_' candles i ihe wader,
On the ivvermaght trakn jour-
ey 1o Calcuila, roafs s hl.l_l s
cats nan along by the roils and
hundreds of people sleep on
the patformn, The ednior of the
Dardly Vishwamirtg, a Benpali
newspaper, ad his wife shane
aoyr deepimg compartment, and
he goes out on the platfomm m_
his dneseamg gown b by chai
fiea). Later his friends join us 3
and we are offered mediclne, §
ilcmihary e, Thismes Uip eoda,

|
§

Lrave

The rain &5 only delayed by six hours. As we
opproach Caloutts, the vegetation ks lush and trop-
ical; buffalo ool in the vaderanys and children
with howmse-made hats ploy crickel between the
radlway linss. Onothe platfonn at Calourm starion,
nn unadcompanied theee-vear-old sits on the
ground with a baby, Both ane naked except for a
leabicr thong with & bell prosnsd the waiss, amd
their siomacls are distended with hunger. They
share a small red plestic bocket of rice. Later
wee're fiolboweed by all the chibitren of the subconid
nent: ‘Please auntie,” seven-year-old Hissain im-
plores me, ‘money o buy new cricket hall,

Living in Calcutta is like being the doormat in
Harrests on the finst day of the sale, and the polly
lich islerrible, bt the Taj Bengal hoiel i= an oasis
of calm with possably the best food n lsda. We go
iy Jaganmalh [Toswer market, with iis hildsoes, e
rowe, mangold, lilics and lots all theesdad on
straw aned sold by ihe kilo from the colousiul
inminds on the floor. Today b is bosy beenuse
there & n full moon pnd it is Gung Nansk's Day

We wvisit Mother Teresa's Orphans” Home
‘Plense refruin from kisséng or cuddling the chil
dren for health reasons,” reads a notice. An entine
dormiory has the measles, but the stmosphere in
thie place 1= suny. There are binds in cages, and
children eating heartily. The Siters of Chamy
wear whate and biue coton habis sith blue aprons
and wide smiles, Mother Teresa®s belief in soap
andd waler i= as strong as her Catholiclsm,

We visit the colomial Tollygusge Clubc 100
scres of green and pleasand land amound the | 78]
mansion, Members possip over tea and chocolate
cake, The socretary is n 67-year-obd Englishman,
Eod Wright, OBE. He woears shorts aml crvai,
says "ol ya', and has labradors and spaniels (seven
af them), He also runs o Calcutia arphanige for
1,000} chiddren

As we leave the coustry, the pirpor immi-
grateon offscer in khalg  snd
hisck moustache offers us hedd
vellow sweet rice halls, *We
have been blessed with g son’
be says. We give him our
passpons, CAfter that 1 have
sylsation, be resumes. Do
wioul believe i GedM O
Thress-wh bl or-mimda
packapis from Cox & Hings
(071-031 S108), trom £1.800,
ing|uding pecommaodalion, ca
and Mights. Ten-day groups
from £895. Return flights to
Calcutta: KLM via Amsterdam,
howe-srason, £510 (AFB Travel
OT1-3T9 3177 Alr india

anud invitations w their homes,  Waler balo: the porifying Ganges,  direct, £778 (071-403 4050)
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